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1
PURIFICATION OF SYNTHETIC
OLIGONUCLEOTIDES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage filing under 35 U.S.C.
371 of International Application No. PCT/US2011/053429
filed Sep. 27, 2011, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/386,799, filed Sep. 27,
2010, which are incorporated by reference herein.

STATEMENT OF FEDERALLY SPONSORED
RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

This invention was made with government support under
grant number CHE0647129 awarded by the National Science
Foundation. The government has certain rights in the inven-
tion.

SEQUENCE LISTING

The instant application contains a Sequence Listing which
has been submitted in text format via EFS-Web and is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety. Said text copy, cre-
ated on Mar. 21, 2013, is named 12708197ASFILED__
Sequencelisting-Text and is 712 bytes in size.

INTRODUCTION

Synthetic oligonucleotides have wide applications in biol-
ogy and medicine. With one oligonucleotide drug on the
market and many more in various stages of clinical trials, the
interest in using oligonucleotides as therapeutic agents con-
tinues to grow. This increasing demand requires large quan-
tities of oligonucleotides. For many purposes, including use
as therapeutic agents to cure human diseases, these crude
oligonucleotides must be purified to remove the failure
sequences generated in the coupling steps in the synthesis.
Currently used purification methods include gel electro-
phoresis, HPLC and others, all of which are expensive, labor
intensive and unsuitable for large scale purification. The most
frequently used purification methods such as gel electro-
phoresis are not suitable for large scale purification. Reverse
phase and ion exchange HPLC have been adapted to large
scale purification, but there are high costs associated with
instrumentation, eluents (including their evaporation) and
columns. Other known purification methods are also not
ideal. Consequently, the development of highly efficient and
low cost methods for large scale production of oligonucle-
otides is desired.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides methods of purifying oli-
gonucleotides. In some embodiments, the method of purify-
ing an oligonucleotide comprises capping any failure
sequences produced during synthesis with a capping agent
comprising a polymerizable functional group, polymerizing
the capped failure sequences, and separating the polymerized
material from the full-length oligonucleotide. In other
embodiments, the method of purifying an oligonucleotide
comprises reacting a full length oligonucleotide with a cap-
ping agent comprising a polymerizable functional group,
polymerizing the full length oligonucleotides, removing the
failure sequences from the polymerized full length oligo-
nucleotides, and recovering the full length oligonucleotides.

Accordingly, in one aspect, the invention features a method
of purifying an oligonucleotide comprising capping any fail-
ure sequences produced during synthesis with a capping
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agent of formula (Ia), polymerizing the capped failure
sequences, and separating the polymerized material from the
full-length oligonucleotide, wherein the compound of for-
mula (Ia) is:

Re o (a)

N

Rs

TO\P/O\

R; |
Ry

Ry
Ry

wherein:

R, ishalo or —NR_R,,

R, is—CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;, R4, R5 and Ry are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl, wherein at least one of R, R5 and Ry is alkyl;

R, and R, are each independently alkyl;

linker is (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),—0—(CH,),],(CH,),
or
(CH,),[(CH,),—O—(CH,),],(CH,),N(R)C(—=0)(CH,),
or (CH,), N(RYC(—=O)(CH,),

each v is independently an integer from 1 to 12;

q is an integer from 2 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18;

n and m are independently an integer from 1 to 18; and

R' is hydrogen or alkyl group.

In another aspect, the invention features a method of puri-
fying an oligonucleotide comprising capping any failure
sequences produced during synthesis with a capping agent of
formula (Ib), polymerizing the capped failure sequences, and
separating the polymerized material from the full-length oli-
gonucleotide, wherein the compound of formula (Ib) is:

(Ib)

Ry
RG%M/YO\P/O\RZ
|
Rs Ry
wherein:
Ar is arylenyl;
Y is —O—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(=ONR,)—,

—N(R,)C(—0)—or —N(R,)—

R, ishalo or —NR_R,,

R, is —CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R,, Rs, Rg and R, are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl;

R, and R, are each independently alkyl;

linker is (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),],(CH,), or
(CH,),[(CH,),0(CH,),1,(CH,),NR)C(—O)(CH,),  or
(CH,),NR')C(=0)(CH,), ;

each v is independently an integer from 1 to 12;

q is an integer from 2 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18;

n and m are independently an integer from 1 to 18; and

R' is hydrogen or alkyl group.

In another aspect, the invention features a method of puri-
fying an oligonucleotide comprising:

reacting a full length oligonucleotide with a compound of
formula (I1a) to attach a polymerizable functional group to an
end of the full length oligonucleotide;

polymerizing the full length oligonucleotides;
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removing the failure sequences from the polymerized full EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;
length oligonucleotides; and
recovering the full length oligonucleotides, R;,, R5ps R4, Rs and R are each independently hydrogen
wherein the compound of formula (I1a) is: or alkyl;
(I13)
R¢ 0 0 R,
Ro 0—R,
x : | /
Rs Il\IIiI f O—Tl—O—X—O—P\
Rg
Ry Rsa Rsb Ryp Ry
wherein: 15 RyuRgRo, R, R 1R 5, R, and R, are each independently
X is selected from: alkyl;
each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;
0 NH—PG each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a

20 protecting group;
linker is (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),] p(CHz)x;
each x is independently an integer from 1 to 12;
r is an integer from 1 to 36;
25 pis aninteger from 1 to 18; and
u is an integer from O to 34.
In another aspect, the invention features a method of puri-
fying an oligonucleotide comprising:
30  reacting a full length oligonucleotide with a compound of

formula (IIb), to attach a polymerizable functional group to
an end of the full length oligonucleotide;

polymerizing the full length oligonucleotides;

removing the failure sequences from the polymerized full
length oligonucleotides; and

recovering the full length oligonucleotides,

wherein the compound of formula (IIb) is:
(IIb)

R¢ O Ry
Ar v VA
Rs N ~y—{Linker —N ~| So—s8i—0—X—0—F
| Rg | \
Ry Rsb Ry Ry
-continued wherein:
0 X is selected from:
0 NH—PG
N
/ NH 50
< | NH Xy
NP | |
N NH—PG and
N 0 N 0
5 0 0
o) ORy,
A NH—PG
60
: </ | SN
R07 Yo N N)
0
65

R, is halo or —NR R;
R, is —CH; or—CH,—CH,-EWG; A
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-continued
O
N
</ | NH
)\
N N NH—PG
(@]
and
A
o) ORy,
Rx0 O 5

R, is halo or —NR R;

R, is —CH; or—CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;,, R4, R5 and Ry are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl;

R,,Rg, Rg, Ry, Ry1, Ry 5, Ry 5, R, and R, are each indepen-
dently alkyl;

Ar is arylenyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

Y is —O—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(—=O)NR3)—;
—NR)CEO)—or —NR ) —;

linker is (CH,), or (CHz)x[(CHz)XO—(CHz)X]p(CHz)x;

each x is independently an integer from 1 to 12;

ris an integer from 1 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18; and

u is an integer from 0 to 34.

In another aspect, the invention features a method of puri-
fying an oligonucleotide comprising:

reacting a full length oligonucleotide with a compound of
formula (Ilc), to attach a polymerizable functional group to an
end of the full length oligonucleotide;

polymerizing the full length oligonucleotides;

removing the failure sequences from the polymerized full
length oligonucleotides; and

recovering the full length oligonucleotides,

wherein the compound of formula (Ilc) is:

(Ile)
Rg O Ry 0—R,
Vv (0] l 0—X (@] P
RN N7 _Tl_ S
| Rig Ry
38 Rg

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

wherein:
X is selected from:
O NH—PG
| NH | Xy
N/KO N/KO
(@] (@]

A
NH—PG
N
(1)
P
N N
0
A
0
N
</ | NH
)\
N N NH— PG
0
and
A
o) OR,,
R;p0 @] 5

R, ishalo or —NR_R,;
R, is—CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;
EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;,, R4, Rs and Ry are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl, wherein at least one of R, R5 and Ry is alkyl;

R,,Rg, Ro, R 0, Ry, R 5, R, and R, are each independently
alkyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group; and

s is an integer from 1-35.

In another aspect, the invention features a method of puri-
fying an oligonucleotide comprising:

reacting a full length oligonucleotide with a compound of
formula (I1d), to attach a polymerizable functional group to
an end of the full length oligonucleotide;

polymerizing the full length oligonucleotides;

removing the failure sequences from the polymerized full
length oligonucleotides; and

recovering the full length oligonucleotides,
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wherein the compound of formula (I1d) is: In another aspect, the invention features a method of puri-
fying an oligonucleotide comprising:
reacting a full length oligonucleotide with a compound of
d1d) formula (Ile) to attach a polymerizable functional group to an
5 end of the full length oligonucleotide;

v R; I|{9 /O_R2 polymerizing the full length oligonucleotides;
AT O0—S8i—O0—X—0—7, removing the failure sequences from the polymerized full
R5)\( Y/(/H/ Il{ \Rl length oligonucleotides; and
R, Rg 10 recovering the full length oligonucleotides,
10  wherein the compound of formula (Ile) is:
wherein: (Ile)
X is selected from: Ry

¢}

15
(€] NH—PG
R¢ (6]

x /O—Rz
e ™ e Ny Y—fo-x-0-¥
|
/K /K 20 Ry Rsa Ry
N O
O O

wherein:
X is selected from:
A A 25
NH—PG [¢] NH—PG
</N | AN | NH | N
) 3 /}\ /J\
N N N 0 N 0
0 o o
A o 35 A A
NH—PG
N NH N x
N
L (1]
N N NH—PG 40 N Z
o N
(6]
and
A
o} ORy, 45 A
(6]
N NH
C ]
50 < )\
N N NH—PG and
R0 o ; o
R, is halo or —NR R;
R, is —CH; or—CH,—CH,-EWG; 55 A
EWG is an electron-withdrawing group; 0 ORy;
R,, R5 and R, are each independently hydrogen or alkyl;
R.,Rg, Rs, R0, Ry1, R 5, Ry 5, R, and R, are each indepen-
dently alkyl;
Ar is arylenyl; 60 :
Y is —O—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(=O)NR;)—;
—N(R;3)C(==0)— or —N(R,3)—; R0 ]
each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;
each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a 65 R, ishalo or —NR_R,;
protecting group; and R, is—CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;

tis an integer from 0-35. EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;
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R;,, R, Ry, Rs, Rgand R, are each independently hydro-
gen or alkyl;

R,,Rg,Re, R 0, Ry, R, 5, R, and R, are each independently
alkyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

Y is —O—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(=O)N(R,,)—,
—NR;0)C(—O0)— or —NR,)—

linker is (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),],(CH,), or
(CH,),[(CH,),0(CH,),],(CH,) NR)C(=O0)CH,),,  or
(CH,) NR)C(=0)(CH,),, or:

each x and y are independently an integer from 1 to 12;

ris an integer from 1 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18; and

m is an integer from 1 to 18.

In another aspect, the invention features a method of puri-
fying an oligonucleotide comprising:

reacting a full length oligonucleotide with a compound of
formula (IIf), to attach a polymerizable functional group to an
end of the full length oligonucleotide;

polymerizing the full length oligonucleotides;

removing the failure sequences from the polymerized full
length oligonucleotides; and

recovering the full length oligonucleotides,

wherein the compound of formula (IIf) is:

Ry
Re
Ar,
S
Ry

wherein:

X is selected from:

o

10

15

20

25

50

55

60

10

-continued

NH—PG

NH

N NH—PG and

(1)

-continued
0 OR,,

R;p0

R, ishalo or —NR_R,;

R, is—CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;,, R,y Rs and Ry are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl;

R, Rg, Rg, R0, R, Ry5, R 5, R, and R, are each indepen-
dently alkyl;

Ar is arylenyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;
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each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

each Z and Y are independently selected from —O—,
—CHy—, —8—, —C(=0)N(R3)— —NR3)C(=0)—
or —N(R;3)—;

linker is (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),],(CH,), or
(CH,),[(CH,),0(CH,),],(CH,) NR)C(=O0)CH,),,  or
CH,),N(R)C(—O)(CH),, or;

each x and y are independently an integer from 1 to 12;

ris an integer from 1 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18; and

m is an integer from 1 to 18.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates one method for oligonucleotide purifica-
tion. Unwanted failure sequences contain polymerizable
functional groups, while the desired full length sequences do
not. After polymerization, failure sequences are incorporated
into a polymer, and full length sequences are isolated by
simple extraction.

FIG. 2 illustrates an additional method for oligonucleotide
purification. Desired full length sequences contain polymer-
izable function, while unwanted sequences do not. After
polymerization, full length sequences are incorporated into a
polymer, failure sequences are removed by washing, and full
length sequences are cleaved from the polymer and extracted
with a buffer.

FIG. 3 represents the chemical reaction for formation of
polyacrylamide gel.

FIG. 4 represents the chemical reaction for synthesis of
capping agent 1.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary method of the invention,
used to purify an exemplary oligodeoxynucleotide 2.

FIG. 6 depicts reverse-phase HPLC traces of oligodeoxy-
nucleotide samples from the exemplary purification method
illustrated in FIG. 5. (a) crude; (b) after polymerization; (c)
after size exclusion chromatography; (d) after treating with
NH,OH; (e) co-injection with authentic sample; (f) control;
(g) purified by polymerization and n-BuOH precipitation.

FIG. 7 represents the chemical reaction for synthesis of
capping agent 5.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary method of the invention,
used to purify an exemplary oligodeoxynucleotide 9.

FIG. 9 depicts reverse-phase HPLC traces of oligodeoxy-
nucleotide samples from the exemplary purification method
illustrated in FIG. 8. (a) Crude oligodeoxynucleotide product
containing full-length sequence 10, failure sequences 11 and
other impurities; (b) Failure sequences 11 and other impuri-
ties that were removed from the gel after catching the full-
length sequence 10 by polymerization; (¢) Oligodeoxynucle-
otide 9 purified by catching by polymerization, washing and
releasing; (d) Oligodeoxynucleotide 9 and an authentic
sample purchased from a commercial source; (e) Authentic
sample purchased from a commercial source.

FIG. 10 represents the chemical reaction for synthesis of
capping agent 13.

FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary method of the invention,
used to purify an exemplary oligodeoxynucleotide 20.

FIG. 12 depicts reverse-phase HPLC traces of oligodeoxy-
nucleotide samples from the exemplary purification method
illustrated in FIG. 11 (a) crude ODN that contains full-length
sequence 4 and failure ones 5; (b) failure sequences 5
removed from polymer; (c) 5'-phosphorylated ODN 8 puri-
fied through catching by polymerization.

FIG. 13 depicts compounds useful in the present invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention includes a method of puritying syn-
thetic oligonucleotides via a polymerization technique, cap-
ping agents having a polymerizable functional group, and kits
for purifying oligonucleotides comprising a capping agent
having polymerizable functional group.

Synthesis of oligonucleotides generally proceeds in a step-
wise manner with each monomer being added in sequence to
the ends of a plurality of growing oligonucleotides. After
synthesis and deprotection/cleavage, crude oligonucleotides
normally contain the following impurities:

(1) Truncated failure sequences. These impurities result
from the coupling steps of the synthesis. For a successful
20-mer synthesis, these impurities constitute about 30% of
the oligonucleotide content of the crude mixture. They have
similar physical properties as the desired full length
sequences, and so are difficult to remove. They are usually
capped with acetic anhydride during the synthesis. As a
result, if the 5'-OH DMTr (4,4'-dimethoxytrityl) protecting
groups in the last synthesis cycle are not removed, then after
basic deprotection and cleavage, the full length sequences
have the hydrophobic DMTr group on their 5'-end while the
failure sequences do not (acyl groups on the failure sequences
are removed under deprotection conditions). This is the basis
of DMTr-on reverse phase HPLC purification. Although this
is the most widely used oligonucleotide purification method,
it is very costly for large scale production.

(i1) Small organic impurities. These result from the phos-
phate and exo-amino protecting groups which include acry-
lonitrile, benzamide, acetamide and isobutyramide and others
depending on which protecting groups are used. Because of
their very different physical properties from oligonucle-
otides, they can be simply removed by precipitation from
aqueous buffer with butanol, ethanol or 2-propanol.

(iii1) Other oligonucleotide impurities. These are very dif-
ficult to remove, and it is best to minimize the formation of
these impurities by adjusting the synthesis conditions. Two
examples are N+1 and N+2 sequences, which result from
double coupling due to the mild acidity of activating agents
that causes premature detritylation in the coupling step. They
can be troublesome to remove even on small scale. When
DMTr-on reverse phase HPLC is used, the impurities also
contain a 5'-DMTr group. lon-exchange HPLC cannot
resolve a single nucleotide difference for a typical 20-mer.
Gel electrophoresis can do the job but can only onavery small
scale. Additional impurities are acrylonitrile-oligonucleotide
adducts, which may be reversed to give unmodified ON by
heating in concentrated NH,OH. In addition, for oligophos-
phorothioate synthesis, impurities such as (P—0), and
(P—0), mers exist, because of incomplete sulfurization.
These impurities can be kept to a minimum amount by using
a more efficient sulfurization agent.

The present invention contemplates the purification of oli-
gonucleotides through the use of capping agents containing
polymerizable functional groups. Failure sequences can be
removed using the method of the present invention.

As used herein, the term “oligonucleotides” includes not
only standard oligonucleotides but also modified oligonucle-
otides, polynucleotides and modified polynucleotides. Modi-
fied oligonucleotides and polynucleotides may include pep-
tide nucleic acids, locked DNA and phosphorothioate
oligonucleotides. One of ordinary skill in the art can envision
other modified oligonucleotides and polynucleotides which
fall within the scope of the present invention. The term “oli-
gonucleotide” is not intended to be limited to any specific
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number of monomers. Instead, it is meant to encompass an
oligonucleotide (or polynucleotide) of any length that can be
made by a step-wise process.

As used herein, “failure sequence” means an oligonucle-
otide to which the next monomer did not attach during syn-
thesis. Thus, a failure sequence of any given step in the
synthesis contains all monomers except for the most recently
added monomer.

As used herein, the term “alkyl” refers to a monovalent
moiety obtained by removing a hydrogen atom from a hydro-
carbon compound, which may be aliphatic or alicyclic, or a
combination thereof, and which may be saturated, partially
unsaturated, or fully unsaturated, and branched or
unbranched. In some embodiments, the alkyl group has from
1 to 18 carbon atoms, or from 1 to 12 carbon atoms or 1 to 8
carbon atoms or 1 to 6 carbon atoms. As used herein, “lower
alky]l” means an alkyl group of 1 to 4 carbon atoms. Exem-
plary lower alkyl groups include methyl, ethyl, propyl, iso-
propyl, n-butyl, sec-butyl, iso-butyl and tert-butyl.

As used herein, the term “arylenyl” refers to a divalent
moiety obtained by removing two hydrogen atoms from an
aromatic ring atom of an aromatic compound, said compound
having one ring, or two or more rings (e.g., fused), and
wherein at least one of said ring(s) is an aromatic ring. Suit-
ably, each ring has from 5 to 7 ring atoms. The ring atoms may
be all carbon atoms. Examples of arylenyl groups that do not
have ring heteroatoms include, but are not limited to, those
derived from benzene (i.e. phenylenyl such as 1,4-phenyle-
nyl), naphthalene, anthracene, phenanthrene, naphthacene
and pyrene. Examples of aryl groups which have fused rings,
one of which is not an aromatic ring, include, but are not
limited to, groups derived from indene and fluorene. Alterna-
tively, the ring atoms may include one or more heteroatoms,
including but not limited to oxygen, nitrogen, and sulfur, as in
“heteroarylenyl” groups. Examples of heteroarylenyl groups
include, but are not limited to, those derived from furan,
thiophene, pyrrole, imidazole, pyrazole, triazole, oxazole,
isoxazole, thiazole, isothiazole, oxadiazole, tetrazole, oxa-
diazole, oxatriazole, isoxazine, pyridine, pyridazine, pyrimi-
dine, pyrazine, triazine, benzofuran, isobenzofuran, indole,
isoindole, benzothiophene, benzimidazole, quinoline, iso-
quinoline, benzodiazine, pyridopyridine, quinoxaline, carba-
zole, dibenzothiophene, dibenzofuran, acridine and phena-
zine.

As used herein, the term “halo” refers to a radical of fluo-
rine, chlorine, bromine or iodine.

As used herein, the term “protecting group” refers to a
moiety that prevents chemical reactions from occurring on
the atom (e.g., an oxygen atom) to which it is attached. A
protecting group must also be removable by a chemical reac-
tion. Such groups are well known in the art and include those
described in detail in Protecting Groups in Organic Synthesis,
T. W. Greene and P. G. M. Wuts, 3rd edition, John Wiley &
Sons, 1999, the entirety of which is incorporated herein by
reference. In some embodiments, the protecting group may
be one typically used in oligonucleotide synthesis. Examples
of protecting groups include, but are not limited to, silyl
groups such as t-butyldimethylsilyl (TBDMS) and t-bu-
tyldimethylsilyloxymethyl (TOM) groups, which are remov-
able using fluoride.

As used herein, the term “electron-withdrawing group”
refers to a chemical substituent that withdraws electrons from
the chemical group to which it is attached. Examples of
electron withdrawing groups include, but are not limited to,
—CN, —SO;R, —CO,R, —CHO, —COR, —NO,, —CF,
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—CCl;, halo groups and the like, wherein each R is indepen-
dently hydrogen or alkyl. In one embodiment, the electron
withdrawing group is —CN.

The oligonucleotide purification methods of the present
invention are suitable for both large and small scale purifica-
tion. Oligonucleotides purified by the methods of the present
invention are substantially free of failure sequences and have
similar or better quality than those purified by DMTr-on
reverse phase HPL.C method. The purified oligonucleotide
may be of greater than about 90% purity, or greater than about
95%, or greater than about 97%, or greater than about 99% or
greater than about 99.5%. By “substantially free,” it is meant
that the oligonucleotide contains less than about 5% by
weight of failure sequences, or less than about 3%, or less
than about 1% or less than about 0.5%.

In one embodiment of the present invention, simple phos-
phorous compounds that contain functional groups capable of
polymerizing in the presence of an initiator and/or a polymer-
ization partner are used as capping agents (in place of a
standard capping agent, e.g., acetic anhydride) during oligo-
nucleotide synthesis to block failure sequences. Thus, all
unwanted failure sequences contain the polymerizable func-
tions, while the desired full length sequences do not. After
synthesis, failure sequences are incorporated into a polymer-
ized material, and the full length oligonucleotides remain in
solution or in the polymer matrix and are separated from the
polymerized material using any technique known to one of
ordinary skill in the art including extraction with buffer and
filtration. If the oligonucleotide is synthesized on a solid
support, the oligonucleotide can be cleaved from the solid
support prior to polymerization. (See FIG. 1).

In another embodiment of the present invention, a poly-
merizable functional group is incorporated onto the end of the
full length sequence in the last step of oligonucleotide syn-
thesis. Because failure sequences are capped with a standard
capping agent, such as acetic anhydride, dimethylformamide,
diethylene glycol monoethyl ether phosphoramidite, or bis(1,
1,1,3,3,3-hexafluoro-2-propyl)-2-propyl phosphate in each
synthetic cycle, only the full length sequence contains the
polymerizable functional group. Once the full length
sequences are incorporated into a polymerized material, the
failure sequences are removed by simple washing because
they do not contain a polymerizable functional group. The
full length sequences are then recovered from the polymer-
ized material using a cleavage reagent. (See FIG. 2).

Radical Acrylamide Polymerization

The polymerization reaction used in the methods of the
present invention is radical acrylamide polymerization. The
general acrylamide polymerization reaction is shown in FIG.
3. The materials for this reaction are inexpensive, and the
reaction is highly efficient and can be performed in aqueous
buffer open to air at room temperature. In addition, acryla-
mide functionalities are stable under oligonucleotide synthe-
sis and deprotection/cleavage conditions using phosphora-
midite chemistry. Appropriate polymerization conditions can
be readily determined by one of ordinary skill in the art.
Suitable conditions include (NH,),S,0./TMEDA/water at
room temperature for about 1 hour. For example, fora 1 mmol
oligonucleotide synthesis, optionally about 10 mmol to about
100 mmol acrylamide, optionally about 0.2 mmol to about 2.0
mmol N,N'-methylene-bisacrylamide, about 1 umol to about
10 pmol (NH,),S,0Os, and about 1 pmol to about 10 umol
TMEDA may be used.
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Suitable capping agents for purification using radical acry-
lamide polymerization include compounds of formula (Ia-1d)
shown below. For example, acompound according to formula
(Ia) is suitable:

Re o (Ia)

S :
Rs TO\ P/O\Rz
Rs |

Ry

R4

wherein:

R, is halo or —NR R,

R, is —CH; or—CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;, R4, Ry and R, are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl, wherein at least one of R, R5 and Ry is alkyl;

R, and R, are each independently alkyl; and

linker is (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),],(CH,), or
(CH,),[(CH,),0(CH,), 1,(CH,),N(R)C(—O)(CHL,),
(CH,),N(R)C(=O0)(CH,), ;

each v is independently an integer from 1 to 12;

q is an integer from 2 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18;

n and m are independently an integer from 1 to 18; and

R' is hydrogen or alkyl group.

Exemplary compounds according to formula (Ia) include:

N. o) O
\/\/ ~ }l)/ \/\CN,

Y

J%% <
$

(

?

.

<.

25
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In addition, compounds according to formula (Ib) are suit-
able:

(Ib)

5
Ry
Rs y— Linker }—o0_ o
\%\Ar/ \Il)/ \R2
10 Rs

Ry

wherein:

Ar is arylenyl;

Y is —O—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(=ONR,)—,
15 —N(R,)C(=0)— or —N(R,)—

R, ishalo or —NR_R,,

R, is —CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R,, Rs, Rg and R, are each independently hydrogen or

or 20 alkyl;

R, and R, are each independently alkyl;

linker is (CH,), or (CH,) [(CH,),O(CH,),0],(CH,), or
(CH,),[(CH,),0(CH,),,(CH, NR)C(=O)(CH,),,  or
(CH,),N(R)C(—O)(CH,),,;

each v is independently an integer from 1 to 12;

q is an integer from 2 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18;

CN,
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n and m are independently an integer from 1 to 18; and
R' is hydrogen or alkyl group.
Further, compounds of formula (Ic) are suitable:

(e)

N/\M/O\ ey
| T

Ry R; R,

10

wherein:

R, is halo or —NR_R,,

R, is —CH; or—CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;, R,, Ry and Ry are each independently hydrogen or

15

alkyl, wherein at least one of R,,, R5 and Ry is alkyl;

R, and R, are each independently alkyl; and
q is an integer from 2 to 36. 20
Exemplary capping agents of formula (Ic) include the fol-

lowing:

)k’(\/\/\/\/\m
TY

g/\/\/\/O\Il,/o\/\CN_
YNY

Additionally, compounds of formula (Id) are suitable:

35

40

d)

R4
Rg /Y\e%/O\P/O\R2 45
]
Rs R,
wherein:
Ar is arylenyl; 30
Y is —O—, —CH,— —S— —C(=0O)NR,)—,

—N(R;)C(=0)—or —NR®p)—

R, is halo or —NR_R,,

R2 is —CH; or —CHz—CHz-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R4, Rs, Rg and R, are each independently hydrogen or

55

alkyl;
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R, and R, are each independently alkyl; and

w is an integer from 0 to 36.

When R, in any of the above formulae (Ia-Id) is —NR R,
(i.e. a secondary amino group), the capping agents for radical
acrylamide polymerization require the use of an activating
agent. The most commonly used activating agent is 1H-tet-
razole. Other suitable activating agents include, but are not
limited to, 4,5-dicyanoimidazole, 5-(4-nitrophenyl)-1H-tet-
razole, 5-methylthio-1H-tetrazole, 5-ethylthio-1H-tetrazole,
ethylthiotetrazole, and 5-benzylmereapto-1H-tetrazole.

Optionally, when R, is a halogen atom, a base may be
added to neutralize acid produced during the capping reac-
tion. The base may be an amine base such as trimethylamine,
pyridine, diazobicyclo base, or 5-methoxybenzimidazole.

Because there is less concern about premature detritylation
in capping steps than in coupling steps, other phosphoramid-
ite activators such as ammonium salts developed by Beau-
cage, Caruthers and Wada and co-workers can be used in the
capping steps.

For purification of oligonucleotides using polyacrylamide
formation reaction, an alternative procedure is to use a fluo-
ride cleavable linker to attach the growing oligonucleotides to
the solid support (instead of using the more common base
cleavable linkers; besides fluoride cleavable linkers, other
non-base cleavable linker such as photo cleavable linkers can
also be used) for oligonucleotide synthesis. After synthesis,
the oligonucleotides are cleaved from the solid support by
treating with fluoride. The crude un-deprotected oligonucle-
otides are subjected to polymerization reaction conditions.
The failure sequences are incorporated into a polymerized
material and the full length sequences remain in solution or in
polymer matrix. After removal of failure sequences by filtra-
tion and extraction of the full length sequences from polymer
matrix, the full length sequences are subjected to base de-
protection conditions and further purified by recrystallization
to remove small molecules resulted from de-deprotection.
This alternative purification procedure avoids the possibility
of adding nucleophiles to acrylamide functionalities in the
base de-protection steps.

Polymerization of Full Length Oligonucleotides

In another embodiment of the present invention, the poly-
merization reactions can be used to polymerize the desired
full-length oligonucleotide sequence. In this embodiment,
the capping agent is the normal acetic anhydride or any other
suitable capping agent, but at the end of solid phase synthesis,
a phosphoramidite that contains a suitable polymerizable
functional group is coupled to the end of the oligonucleotide
through a cleavable linker. Because failure sequences are all
capped with acetic anhydride in each synthetic cycle, only the
full length sequence contains the polymerizable functional
group. After synthesis, deprotection and cleavage, the crude
oligonucleotide is subjected to polymerization; the full length
sequence is incorporated into the polymerized material while
failure sequences and other impurities remain in solution,
which can be removed by filtration or extraction with a buffer.
The pure full length sequences are then cleaved from the
polymerized material and extracted with a buffer.

Suitable phosphoramidites include compounds of formu-
las (Ila)-(1Th). Suitable phosphoramidites include compounds

according to formula (Ila):
(Ila)
R¢ O o] Ry
Ro 0—R,
x |
v N} No—f—o—x—o—r
8
Ry Rsa Rsb Rio Ry
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wherein: -continued
X is selected from:
o) OR,,
NH—PG 5
\fl\ . ;
é_‘m /& R0 o]
0 10 12
NH—PG s Ryishaloor —NR R,
R, is —CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;
= N EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;
R;,, R5ps R4, Rs and R are each independently hydrogen
50 oralkyl;
R, Rs, Ro, Ry, R} ;. R; 5, R, and R, are each independently
alkyl;
each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
5 PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a

/N NI protecting group,

< | linker is (CH,), or; (CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),1,(CH,),;

N Z . : .
NH—PG and s  ¢cachsis independently an integer from 1 to 12;

r is an integer from 1 to 36;
p is an integer from 1 to 18; and

A u is an integer from O to 34.

Exemplary compounds according to formula (Ila) include:

NH
i L N LKL
O—Si—O0 N O or
H 10 H (@]

(6]
|
NC\/\O/P\NJ\

NH
)\’(§\/\o/\/0\/\NJ\/ﬂ/O:CO | N/go'
O APt

0
|
NC\/\O/P\NJ\
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Suitable phosphoramidites additionally include com-
pounds of formula (ITb):

22

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

(ITb)

Rg o] Ry
v A
Ar
Rs \ \YT 5 O—Tl—O_X_O_P\
R
Ry R3b ) 10 Ry
wherein: Y is —O0—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(=O)N(R;3;)—;
X is selected from: —N(R3)C(—0)— or —N([R,3)—; linker is (CH,), or
15 (CH,)[(CH,),O(CH,),],(CH,),;
each x is independently an integer from 1 to 12;
(6] NH—PG . .
r is an integer from 1 to 36;
X p is an integer from 1 to 18; and
NH N . .
| | 5  Uisaninteger from 0 to 34.
/g Suitable phosphoramidites also include compounds of for-
N 0 N 0 mula (Ilc):
(6] (6]
25 (Ilc)
A A
NI—PG R¢ O Ry I|{9 O—R,
O0—Si—O0—X—0—7P
N Ny RS/S)‘\ N/w/ | \
/ | | Ryo R,
) 30 Ri Ry R
N N/
0 wherein:
X is selected from:
35
A
Q 0 NH—PG
N
NH =
NH N
</ | 40 | |
N = /g /K
N NH—PG and N 0 N 0
(6]
(6] (6]
45
A
o) ORy, A A
NH—PG
N =
; 50 </ | )N
N N
R0 ¢ 0
55
A
(6]
R, is halo or —NR R;
R, is —CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG; N NH
EWG is an electron-withdrawing group; 60 </ |
R;,. Ry, R5 and Ry are each independently hydrogen or N Yz
alkyl; N NH—PG and
R.,Rg, Rs, R0, Ry1, R 5, Ry 5, R, and R, are each indepen- 0
dently alkyl;
Ar is arylenyl; 65
each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O- A

PG;
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-continued

R;,0 0

R, is halo or —NR R;

R, is —CH; or—CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;,, R4, R5 and Ry are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl, wherein at least one of R, R5 and Ry is alkyl;

R., R4, Rg, R0, Ry 1, R} 5, R, and R, are each independently
alkyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group; and

s is an integer from 1-35.
Exemplary compounds according to formula (Ilc) include:
CN.
Y o _/_
)\’( N i /
N. O0—Si—0—X—0—P
\/\\/ \
A <N%
(6]
Suitable phosphoramidites also include compounds of for-
mula (IId):
(I1d)
R¢ Ry 0—R,
v (0] é 0O—X—O0 P/
Ar —Si—0—X—0—
Rs NN | \
Rio Ry
Ry Rg
wherein:
X is selected from:
(6] NH—PG
| NH | AN
N /KO N /KO
(6] (6]
A A

Re

w
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-continued

NH—PG
/N
@
[@]
A
[@]
/ka
(1
[@]

B
P
N
NH
)\NH—PG and

A

/%l/
R;,0 0

R, ishalo or —NR_R,;

R, is—CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R,, R and R are each independently hydrogen or alkyl;

R, Rg, Rg, R0, R, Ry5, R 5, R, and R, are each indepen-
dently alkyl;

Ar is arylenyl;

Y is 4075 7CH275 7875 7C(:O)N(Rl3)7s
—NR:)CEO)—or —NR;3)—

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group; and

t is an integer from 0-35.

Suitable phosphoramidites also include compounds of for-
mula (Ile):

(Ie)
Ry

O—R,

Ry
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wherein:
X is selected from:

NH—PG
5
\f‘\ \N
)\O
10
NH—PG
15
\N
EE )
25
N
NH
¢ ﬁ
=
N N NH—PG and
30

O
H
ﬁ)l\g/\/o\/\o/\/N\[rP\);o
O

O
Yl\g/\/o\/\o/\/o\/wko
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-continued

R;,0 0

R, ishalo or —NR_R,;
R, is—CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;
EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R, Rsp, Ry, Rs, Rgand R, are each independently hydro-
gen or alkyl;

R, Rs, Ro, Ry, R} ;. R; 5, R, and R, are each independently
alkyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

Y is —O0—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(—O)N(Ry,)—,
—NR,0)C(O0)—or —N(Ry0)—

linker is (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),],(CH,), or
(CH,).[(CH,), O(CH,),],(CH,).N(R)C(=0)(CH, or
CH,) N(R)C(—O)(CH),, or;

each x and y are independently an integer from 1 to 12;

r is an integer from 1 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18; and

m is an integer from 1 to 18.

Exemplary compounds according to formula (Ile) include:

~o

0 |
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-continued

H
g/\/O\/\O/\/N\’ﬁ/\);o O o 0 \<
o]

Suitable phosphoramidites also include compounds of for- 33

mula (IIf):
(I1H)
Ry
\O
Rg O
N /O—RZ
R g e G e
) O Rl
wherein: -continued
X is selected from: 355
(6] NH—PG NH—PG
NH AN /N Xy
| /g | /K " < | )
F
N (6] N (6] N N
O e} (6]
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-continued
O

/ NH
A

NH—PG and

o) ORy;

R;,0 0

R, is halo or —NR R;

R, is —CH; or—CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;,, R4, R5 and Ry are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl;

R,,Rg, Rg, Ry, Ry1, Ry 5, Ry 5, R, and R, are each indepen-
dently alkyl;

Ar is arylenyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

each Z and Y are independently selected from —O—,
—CH,—, —8—, —C(—=O)NR;3)— —NR;3)C(=0)—
or —N(R;3)—;

linker is (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),],(CH,), or
(CH,) [(CH,),0(CH,),],(CH,) N(R)C(—O)CHL,),  or
CH,) N(RC(=0)(CH,),, or:

each x and y are independently an integer from 1 to 12;

ris an integer from 1 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18; and

m is an integer from 1 to 18.

Suitable phosphoramidites include compounds of formula

(Ilg):

Ro O—R,
1 /
RSMTHTMO_?I_O_){_O_P\
Rg
R4 Rza  Rgp Rio R,
wherein:
X is selected from:
O NH—PG
| NH | Xy
N/go N/KO
(@] (@]
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-continued
NH—PG

N X
/ N
(A
(@]

o .M

R;,0 0

R, ishalo or —NR_R;;

R, is—CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;,, R5ps R4, Rs and R are each independently hydrogen
or alkyl;

R,,Rg, Ro, R 0, Ry, R 5, R, and R, are each independently
alkyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

u is an integer from O to 34; and

r is an integer from 1 to 36.

An exemplary capping agent of formula (IIg) is the follow-
ing:

e}

NH
o o Y | ,K
0—Si-0 N 0.
P
°

Suitable phosphoramidites also include compounds of for-
mula (ITh):

(ITh)

R¢ 0 R,

Ro O—R,
)\(AI\ 1 /
Rs Y wN O0—Si—O0—X—0—P
| “Rg | \
R4 Rsp Ryo Ry
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wherein:
X is selected from:

NH—PG

NH—PG
@/
N
/ NH
<Nf:\NH—PG and

/%Rll/

Rp0

AN

W

R, is halo or —NR R;

R, is —CH; or—CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

R;,, R4, R5 and Ry are each independently hydrogen or
alkyl;

R,,Rg, Rg, Ry, Ry1, Ry 5, Ry 5, R, and R, are each indepen-
dently alkyl;

Ar is arylenyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

Y is 4075 7CH275 7875 4C(:O)N(Rl3)7s
—NR3)C(=0)—or —NR 3)—;

u is an integer from 0 to 34; and

w is an integer from 0 to 36.

When a compound of formula (Ila)-(ITh) is used for puri-
fication of oligonucleotides by polymerization, the full-
length oligonucleotides can be released from the polymer
using a fluoride-containing reagent such as HF or tetrabuty-
lammonium fluoride.

Kits for Purifying Oligonucleotides

A further embodiment of the present invention is a kit
comprising either a capping agent having a polymerizable
functional group or a compound having a polymerizable
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functional group for attaching to the end of the full length
oligonucleotide. Kits can further comprise monomers, cou-
pling reagents, polymerization reagents, buffers, cleavage
agents, and other components necessary to synthesize and
purify an oligonucleotide in accordance with the present
invention.

As used in this specification and the appended claims, the
singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the” include plural referents
unless the content clearly dictates otherwise. It should also be
noted that the term “or” is generally employed in its sense
including “and/or” unless the content clearly dictates other-
wise. All publications, patents and patent applications refer-
enced in this specification are indicative of the level of ordi-
nary skill in the art to which this invention pertains. All
publications, patents and patent applications are herein
expressly incorporated by reference to the same extent as if
each individual publication or patent application was specifi-
cally and individually indicated by reference. In case of con-
flict between the present disclosure and the incorporated pat-
ents, publications and references, the present disclosure
should control.

It also is specifically understood that any numerical range
recited herein includes all values from the lower value to the
upper value, i.e., all possible combinations of numerical val-
ues between the lowest value and the highest value enumer-
ated are to be considered to be expressly stated in this appli-
cation. For example, if a concentration range is stated as 1%
to 50%, it is intended that values such as 2% to 40%, 10% to
30%, or 1% to 3%, etc., are expressly enumerated in this
specification.

The following examples are provided to assist in a further
understanding of the invention. The particular materials,
methods and conditions employed are intended to be illustra-
tive of the invention and are not limiting upon the scope of the
invention.

EXAMPLES
General Experimental

All reactions were performed in oven-dried glassware
either under a nitrogen atmosphere using standard Schlenk
techniques or open to air through a Drierite tube. Reagents
and solvents available from commercial sources were used as
received unless otherwise noted. THF was distilled from
Na/benzophenone ketyl. CH,Cl, was distilled over CaH,.
Thin layer chromatography (TLC) was performed using
Sigma-Aldrich TLC plates, silica gel 60F-254 over glass
support, 0.25 pm thickness. Flash column chromatography
was performed using Selecto Scientific silica gel, particle size
32-63 um. Melting points were determined using a MEL-
TEMP® melting point apparatus and were uncorrected. 'H,
13C and *'P NMR spectra were measured on a Varian UNITY
INOVA spectrometer at 400, 100 and 162 MHz, respectively;
chemical shifts (8) were reported in reference to solvent peaks
(residue CHCI, at  7.24 ppm for *H and CDCI, at § 77.00
ppm for '*C; residue CHD,OD at 8 3.31 ppm for ‘H and
CD,0D at 8 49.00 ppm for '*C) and H,PO, (at 8 0.00 ppm for
3!P). High-resolution mass spectra (HRMS) were obtained
on a Finnigan Mat 95XL. spectrometer. MALDI-TOF mass
spectra were obtained on a Shimadzu Biotech Axima CFR-
plus spectrometer. Oligonucleotides were synthesized on an
ABI 394 solid phase synthesizer. HPL.C was performed on a
JASCO LC-2000Plus System: pump, PU-2089Plus Quater-
nary Gradient; detector UV-2075Plus. A C-18 reverse phase
analytical column (5 um diameter, 100 A, 250x3.20 mm) was
used. Solvent A: 0.1 M triethylammonium acetate, 5% aceto-
nitrile. Solvent B: 90% acetonitrile. All profiles were gener-
ated by detection of absorbance of ON at 260 nm using the
linear gradient solvent system: solvent B (0-45%) in solvent
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A over 60 minutes at a flow rate of 0.5 mI./minute. Aqueous
NH,OH (~29%), HF -pyridine (HF, ~70%; pyridine, ~30%)
and Me;SiOMe were purchased from Aldrich Inc. THF/py-
ridine/Pac, 0, succinic ester linked DM Tr-dT-Icaa-CPG (pore
size 1000 A) and 5-DMTr, 2-cyanoethyl phosphoramidites
acetyl-dC, Pac-dA, 4-isopropyl-Pac-dG and dT were pur-
chased from Glen Research, Inc. D-Salt™ dextran desalting
column (SK MWCO) was purchased from Pierce Biotechnol-
ogy, Inc.

Example 1
Synthesis of Capping Agent 1

The synthesis of capping agent 1 is illustrated in FIG. 4.

Compound 1 was prepared as described in Zhu et al.
Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 2010, 49, 1052-1056, though a differ-
ent method was used to prepare S3. Compound S1 (5.0 g, 42.7
mmol), saturated Na,CO; solution (50 ml.) and CH,Cl, (150
ml.) were charged into a round bottom flask, and cooled to 0°
C. To the solution was added the solution of S2 (4.46 g, 42.7
mmol) in CH,Cl, (50 mL) dropwise with efficient stirring via
an addition funnel. After addition, the mixture was stirred at
room temperature for 3 hours, and then transferred into a
separation funnel. The organic layer was separated. The aque-
ous phase was extracted with CH,Cl, for three times. The
combined organic phase was dried over anhydrous Na,SO,,
and filtered. The solution was concentrated to give a sticky
liquid (not completely dry). Ether was added until white
solids appeared, which was re-dissolved by adding CH,Cl,.
To make the solution more dilute, hexane and more CH,Cl,
were added. The solution was then put in a freezer (-20° C.)
for 12 hours. Compound S3 was obtained as a colorless
crystal: 7.33 g, 93% yield. If the compound melts at rt, a
second crystallization from CH,Cl,/hexane may be desir-
able.

Example 2

Synthesis of ODN 2 and its Purification by
Polymerization of Failure Sequences

The synthesis of ODN 2 is illustrated in FIG. 5. HPLC
traces of various stages of the purification are illustrated in
FIG. 6.

Synthesis of ODN 2.

ODN 2 was synthesized on a standard ABI 394 solid phase
synthesizer using standard phosphoramidite chemistry under
UltraMild conditions on controlled pore glass (CPG, pore
size 1000 A) on a 0.2 pmol scale. The succinyl ester linkage
was used to anchor the ODN to CPG. The phosphoramidite
monomers used were Pac-dA-CE, Ac-dC-CE, i-Pr-Pac-dG-
CE and dT-CE. A 0.2 M solution of the polymerizable cap-
ping phosphoramidite 1 in acetonitrile was placed on the 5%
bottle position, which is normally used for incorporating an
additional base into ODN. The two bottles normally used to
supply Ac,O capping reagents were empty. In this synthesis,
the capping failure sequences step was achieved using the
polymerizable phosphoramidite 1 with 1H-tetrazole as the
activator. The activator was from the same bottle that pro-
vided 1H-tetrazole for the coupling steps. To ensure complete
capping, 1 and tetrazole were delivered to the synthesis col-
umn four times instead of two times normally used for stan-
dard nucleobase coupling. Between each delivery, a waiting
time of 15 seconds was applied. The oxidation of the phos-
phite triesters between the capping agent and failure
sequences was carried out for three times. In the last synthetic
cycle, the DMTr group was removed. Cleavage and depro-
tection were carried out on the synthesizer with concentrated
NH,OH (900 minx4) at room temperature. The ODN solu-
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tion was distributed equally into 4 Eppendorf tubes (1.5 mL),
and dried in a SpeedVac, separately (each portion contained
~50nmol ODN, P,-P,). P, was dissolved in 150 ulL water, 20
uL (~6.67 nmol) was injected into RP HPLC to generate trace
a (FIG. 6). The full-length sequence appeared at ~19 minutes.
The failure sequences were at ~20 minutes. The small peaks
at around 10, 28, and 56 minutes were probably due to the
small molecules from protecting groups. The very small
peaks, which could be hardly seen in a at the left of the
full-length sequence, might be resulted from un-capped fail-
ure sequences, deletion sequences, or damaged sequences.

Polymerization of Failure Sequences.

The remaining 130 pL solution of P, was transferred into a
2-necked round bottom flask. The Eppendorf tube was
washed with water (50 ul.x3); the washes were also placed
into the same flask. To the flask was added the pre-formed
polymerization solution [250 pL; dimethylacrylamide 1.69
M, N,N'-methylenebis(acrylamide) 16.9 mM; the solution
could be stored at —20° C. in dark for 1 month]. The flask was
flushed with nitrogen for 2 minutes with gentle stirring.
(NH,)S,04 (10%, 5 pL) and N,N,N',N'-tetramethylethylene-
diamine (TMEDA, 5 ul.) were added sequentially via pipettes
under positive nitrogen pressure. The solution was stirred
gently under nitrogen at room temperature. A gel, which was
the ODN failure sequences-polyacrylamide conjugate, was
formed within 30 minutes. The gel was allowed to stand for
another 30 minutes to ensure completion of polymerization.

Extraction of Full-Length Sequence.

To the gel, which was broken into several pieces, was
added water (200 uL.). The mixture was stirred gently at room
temperature for 3 hours. The supernatant was transferred into
an Eppendorf tube. The gel was further extracted with water
for 2 times (200 pL, rt, 12 h; 200 pL, rt, 3). The supernatants
were combined and evaporated into dryness. The ODN was
dissolved into 130 pL. water; 20 ul was injected into HPL.C to
generate trace b (FIG. 6). As shown, the failure sequences
were removed, but the full-length sequence appeared as 4
peaks. The small peaks resulted from small molecules from
protecting groups also remained as expected.

Size Exclusion Chromatography to Remove Small Mol-
ecules.

A 10 mL D-Salt™ dextran desalting column (SK MWCO)
was used. The column was first washed with water (20 mL).
The remaining 110 pL solution of ODN 2 was loaded to the
top of the column. The Eppendorf tube was washed with
water (100 pl.x3), and the washes were also loaded to the
column. The column was washed with 1.59 mL water. This
first 2 mL eluent did not contain any ODN. The elution was
continued and the next 5 ml. was collected and evaporated to
dryness. The residue was dissolved in 110 ul. water, 20 uLl.
was injected into HPLC to generate trace ¢ (FIG. 6). As
shown, the small molecules from protecting groups were
removed. The 4 peaks at around 19 minutes were merged into
3. The desalting column was recovered by washing with
water (20 mL), and was stored in 0.02% NaNj solution.

Treating with Concentrated NH,OH.

The remaining 90 pl, solution of ODN 2 was evaporated to
dryness in an Eppendorf tube. Concentrated NH,OH (300
pl) was added. The solution was heated to 80° C. for 15
minutes in a sand bath. After evaporation to dryness, the
residue was dissolved into 90 ul. water, 20 ul. was injected
into HPLC to generate trace d (FIG. 6). As shown, only one
peak is observed, and the ODN is pure. The recovery yield of
the purification process (polymerization, extraction, size
exclusion chromatography and NH,OH treatment) was esti-
mated to be 83% by comparing the area of the peak in trace d
with that in trace a at ~19 min (FIG. 6).

Identification of ODN 2.

The authentic ODN of 2 was synthesized using standard
phosphoramidite chemistry on a 1 umol scale and purified
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with trityl-on RP HPLC at The Midland Certified Reagent
Company, Inc. (Midland, Tex., USA). MALDI-TOF spec-
trum of the authentic ODN was also obtained at the company
showing correct molecular weight: calcd for [M-H]|~ 6057.
found 6060. At Michigan Tech, the authentic sample was
divided equally into portions (each portion contains ~100
nmol ODN assuming the yield for the synthesis and purifica-
tion was 100%). One portion was dissolved in 150 uL. water,
20 uL. was injected into RP HPLC to generate trace f (FIG. 6).
To compare ODN 2 synthesized in our lab and purified using
our catching failure sequences by polymerization technique
with the authentic sample, 10 ul. of the solution used to
generate trace d and 10 pl. of the solution used to generate
trace f were mixed, and injected into RP HPL.C to generate
trace e (FIG. 6). A single peak was observed showing the two
were identical. ODN 2 was also characterized with MALDI-
TOF: caled for [M-H]~ 6057. found: 6057. The spectrum is
attached in the “MALDI-TOF mass spectrum of ODN 2
purified by polymerization of failure sequences approach”
section of these Examples.

ODN Purification by Polymerization of Failure Sequences
and n-BuOH Precipitation.

The ODN 2 (P,, ~50 nmol) was dissolved into 150 pl.
water, 20 ul, was injected into HPLC, which gave a trace
exactly the same as a (FIG. 6). The remaining 130 ul. ODN
solution was subjected into the procedure of polymerization
of failure sequences and extraction of full-length sequence as
described above. The size exclusion chromatography step
was not performed. To the full-length sequence, which con-
tained 4 ODN;s and small organic molecules from protecting
groups, was added concentrated NH,OH (100 pL). The solu-
tion was vortexed shortly and then heated to 80° C. for 30
minutes. This converted the modified ODNS to the un-modi-
fied one. After cooling to room temperature, n-BuOH (1 mL)
was added. The mixture was vortexed for 30 seconds and then
centrifuged at 14.5K for 5 minutes. The supernatant was
removed. The residue was re-dissolved into 50 ul. water, 500
uL n-BuOH was added. Vortexed and centrifuged again, and
the supernatant was removed. This removed the small organic
molecules resulted from deprotection. The ODN was dis-
solved in 130 pL. water, 20 pl. was injected into HPLC to
generate trace g (FIG. 6). As shown, the ODN is pure. The
recovery yield of the procedure (polymerization, extraction,
NH,OH treatment and n-BuOH precipitation) was estimated
to be more than 85% by comparing the area of the peak in
trace g with that in trace a at ~19 min.

Example 3
Synthesis of Capping Agent 5
The synthesis of compound 5 is illustrated in FIG. 7.
v,y-Diethyl-y-Butyrolactone

J/j%o
o O

Succinic anhydride (15.0 g, 150 mmol, 1.0 eq) was added
into a round bottomed flask, and the flask was flushed with
nitrogen. THF (500 mL) was then added via a syringe. The
solution was cooled to 0° C. Methyl magnesium bromide in
ether (3.0 M, 100 mL, 300 mmol, 2.0 eq) was added via
syringe slowly. The reaction mixture was warmed to room
temperature gradually, and then heated to 50° C. for 12 hours.
A yellow solution was formed. After cooling the reaction

1) EtMgBr (2 eq), THF
2) AcOH

o O
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mixture to room temperature, AcOH was added until pH=4,
and stirring was continued for an additional 12 hours. Water
(75 mL) was added, and THF and ether were removed under
reduced pressure. The green suspension was extracted with
CH,C1, (60 mLx5), and the organic phase was dried over
anhydrous Na,SO, and concentrated. Purification by vacuum
distillation gave the product as brown oil (9.7 g, 46%). This
compound has been synthesized using several different meth-
ods in the literature.

N-(12-Aminododecyl)-4-hydroxy-4-ethyl-hexana-
mide (6)
1,12-Diaminododecane
H,0, reflux
o (6]
H
N
OH
(6]
NH,
6
A procedure reported previously by us was followed. y,y-

Diethyl-y-butyrolactone (2.7 g, 19.1 mmol, 1.0 eq), 1,12-
diaminododecane (9.6 g, 47.7 mmol, 2.5 eq), and water (8.0
ml) were combined. The solution was refluxed under a nitro-
gen atmosphere overnight. A yellow solution was formed.
After cooling to room temperature, water was removed under
reduced pressure. The yellow oily residue was purified by
flash column chromatography (SiO,, Et,O/CH,;OH/CH;CN/
Et;N=5:2:2:1) to give 6 as a light yellow solid (2.0 g, 30%):
R~0.5 (Si0,, Et,0/CH,OH/CH,CN/Et,N=5:2:2:1); 'H
MR (400 MHz, CDCl;) d 5.67 (brs, 1H),3.20(q, 4H, J=7.2
Hz), 2.67 (t, 2H, J=7.2 Hz), 2.25 (t, 2H, J=7.2 Hz), 2.02 (br s,
3H), 1.74 (t, 2H, J=7.2 Hz), 1.50-1.40 (m, 8H), 1.33-1.20 (m,
16H), 0.84 (t, 6H, J=7.6 Hz); '*C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl,) §
174.2,73.9,42.2,39.9, 33.7, 31.0, 30.9, 29.73, 29.69, 29.4,
27.1, 27.0, 8.1; HRMS (ESI) m/z caled for C,,H,;N,O,
[M+H]* 343.3325. found 343.3321.
Methacrolyl Tertiary Alcohol (7)

H
N
MOH
(@]
NH.

Methacrolyl chloride
DIEA, CH,Cl,

s

OH

NH

7

To a round bottomed flask under a nitrogen atmosphere
was added diisopropylethylamine (750 ul, 4.31 mmol, 2.5
eq), 6 (0.6 g, 1.75 mmol, 1.0 eq), and CH,Cl, (120 mL). The
solution was cooled to 0° C. Methacrolyl chloride (171 uL,
1.75 mmol, 1.0 eq) was added via a syringe. The flask was
then detached from the nitrogen atmosphere and connected to
air via a Drierite tube. The reaction mixture was stirred at
room temperature overnight. The contents were then trans-
ferred into a separation funnel, and were washed with water
(50 mL), which was extracted with CH,Cl, (50 mLx2). The
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combined organic phase was dried over anhydrous Na,SO,,.
Volatiles were then removed under reduced pressure. The
crude product was purified by flash column chromatography
(Si0,, CH,C1,/CH;0OH=97:3) giving pure 7 as a white solid
(0.6 g, 86%): R~0.7 (SiO,, CH,C1,/CH;OH=9:1); 'H NMR
(400 MHz, CDCl;) o 5.85 (br s, 2H), 5.63-5.62 (m, 1H),
5.28-5.27 (m, 1H), 3.26 (dt, 2H, J=8.4, 6.0 Hz), 3.18 (dt, 2H,
J=6.8, 6.0 Hz), 2.52 (br s, 1H), 2.25 (t, 2H, J=7.2 Hz), 1.93
(dd, 3H,J=1.2,0.8 Hz), 1.73 (1, 2H, J=7.2 Hz), 1.52-1.41 (m,
8H), 1.31-1.20 (m, 16H), 0.83 (t, 6H, J=7.6 Hz); *C NMR
(100 MHz, CDCl,) § 174.2, 168.6, 140.5, 119.3, 73.9, 39.9,
33.6, 31.1, 30.9, 29.7, 29.6, 29.4, 27.1, 18.9, 8.1; HRMS
(ESI) m/z calcd for C,,H,,N,O, [M+H]* 411.3587. found
411.3582.

Methacrolyl Thymidine (8)

10

38

thymidine (162 mg, 1.0 mmol, 1 eq) in dry DMF (1.5 ml.) was
added via a cannula. After stirring at 0° C. for 3 hours, DMF
was removed under vacuum. To the residue, ice-cooled
EtOAc (60 mL) and NaHCO, solution (5%, 50 mL) were
added, and the phases were separated. The aqueous phase was
further extracted with ice-cooled EtOAc (50 ml.x4). The
organic phase was dried over anhydrous Na,SO,. EtOAc was
removed under reduced pressure to give the crude product as
a yellow oil, which was purified by flash column chromatog-
raphy (Si0,, CH,C1,/CH;O0H=100:0 to 95:5) to give pure 8
as a white foam (370 mg, 73%): R=0.6 (S8iO,, CH,Cl,/
CH,0H=9:1); 'H NMR (400 MHz, CD ,0D) 8 7.92 (br s,
lH) 7.82 (br t, 1H, I=5.2 Hz), 7.49 (s, 1H), 6.24 (dd, 1H,
J=7.2,3.2 Hz), 5.64 (s, 1H), 5.32 (s, 1H), 4.20 (dt, 1H, J:6.4,
2.8 Hz), 4.02-3.91 (m, 3H), 3.24-3.16 (m, 2H), 3.16-3.09 (m,
2H), 2.29-2.13 (m, 4H), 1.91 (dd, 3H, J=1.6, 0.8 Hz), 1.86 (d,

1) (Tf0),Si(i-Pr),
_ DMF.DIEA

2) Thymidine

A

Compound 7 (274 mg, 1.0 mmol, 1 eq) in a 2-necked round
bottomed flask was dried under vacuum. The flask was then
refilled with nitrogen. The vacuum-nitrogen cycle was
repeated for two additional times. Dry DMF (5 ml) and
diisopropylethylamine (350 L, 3.0 mmol, 3 eq) were then
added via syringes. After cooling to 0° C., diisopropylsilyl
bis(trifluoromethanesulfonate) (196 uL, 1.0 mmol, 1 eq) was
added via a syringe in one portion. The solution was stirred at
0° C. for 1 hour and room temperature for 2 hours. The
reaction mixture was then cooled to 0° C. again. A solution of

ZIT

40

45

OH

3H, J=1.2 Hz), 1.86-1.81 (m, 2H), 1.66-1.40 (m, 8H), 1.36-
1.24 (m, 16H), 1.12-1.00 (m, 14H), 0.90 (t, 6H, J=7.2 Hz),
13C NMR (100 MHz, CD,0D) 8 174.6, 170.0, 165.0, 151.0,
1403, 136.2, 118.9,110.3,87.3, 84.8, 79.0, 70.7, 62.9, 39.8,
39.5,39.2, 34.7, 31.61, 31.57, 30.7, 29.5, 29.3, 26.9, 26.8,
17.7,17.42,17.36,17.32,17.29,13.8,13.7,11.5,7.7, HRMS
(ESI) caled for C,oH,3N,O4Si [M+H]" 765.5198. found
765.5186.

Methacrolyl Thymidine Phosphoramidite (5)

NC(CH,),0-
P[N(i-Pr),],

—_—
1H-Tetrazole
CH,Cl,

e
Pe
)k{



US 9,243,023 B2

-continued
H
N
O—Si—0
(@]
O
N
H
CN
5

A round bottomed flask containing 8 (150 mg, 0.20 mmol,
1.0 eq) was flushed with nitrogen. Dry CH,Cl, (6.0 mL.) and
2-cyanoethyl-N,N,N',N'-tetraisopropylphosphoramidite (68
ul, 0.22 mmol, 1.1 eq) were added via syringes sequentially.
To the resulting solution was added the solution of 1H-tetra-
zole in CH;CN (0.45 M, 480 uL., 0.22 mmol, 1.1 eq) in three
portions over a period of 1 hour. After stirring at room tem-
perature for another 2 hours, the reaction mixture was con-
centrated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by
flash column chromatography (SiO,, hexanes/CH,Cl,/
Et;N=1:2:0.3) to give 5 as a white foam (158 mg, 84%):
R~0.5 (5i0,, hexanes/CH,Cl,/Et;N=1:2:0.3); 'H NMR
(400 MHz, CDCl,) 8 7.37 (s, 0.7H), 7.32 (s, 0.3H), 6.29 (dd,
1H, J=8.0, 6.4 Hz), 5.63 (s, 1H), 5.27 (q, 1H, J=1.2 Hz),
4.61-4.52 (m, 1H), 4.18-3.52 (m, 7H), 3.32-3.21 (m, 2H),
3.21-3.10 (m, 2H), 2.67-2.56 (m, 2H), 2.50-2.34 (m, 1H),
2.24-2.14 (m, 2H), 2.13-2.02 (m, 1H), 1.95-1.91 (m, 3H),
1.87 (s, 3H), 1.87-1.79 (m, 2H), 1.64-1.38 (m, 8H), 1.30-1.10
(m, 28H), 1.10-0.95 (m, 14H), 0.85 (1, 6H, I=7.2 Hz); '°C
NMR (100 MHz, CDCl,) § 173.1, 168.6, 163.8, 150.4, 140.5,
135.5, 119.2, 117.8, 111.2, 86.7, 86.3 (d, J=6.1 Hz), 84.8,
84.6,79.3,73.6(d,J=18.3Hz),62.8,58.3 (d,J=18.0Hz),43.5
(d, J=12.2 Hz), 39.9,39.7,34.7, 34.6,32.0,31.9,31.2, 29.8,
29.75, 29.67, 29.46, 29.43, 27.1, 24.84, 24.77, 24.74, 24.6,
20.6,18.9,18.29, 18.26, 18.13, 18.06, 14.1, 14.0, 13.7, 12.5,
8.7; >'P NMR (162 MHz, CDCl5) 8 150.1, 149.8.

Example 4
Synthesis of Oligonucleotide 9

ON 9 was synthesized on an ABI 394 solid phase synthe-
sizer using standard phosphoramidite chemistry under Ultra-
Mild conditions on controlled pore glass (CPG, pore size
1000 A) on a 1 umol scale. The succinyl ester linkage was
used to anchor the ON to CPG. The phosphoramidite mono-
mers used were Pac-dA-CE, Ac-dC-CE, iPr-Pac-dG-CE and
dT-CE. Manufacture recommended synthetic cycles were
adopted. In the last synthetic cycle, phosphoramidite 5 (in
acetonitrile, 0.1 M, which is two times of normal phosphora-
midite concentration) was coupled to 5'-end of the ON for 5
minutes. Detritylation was not performed in the last synthetic
cycle. Cleavage and deprotection were carried out on the
synthesizer with concentrated NH,OH (900 minutesx4) at
room temperature. The solution was distributed equally into
20 Eppendorftubes (1.5 mL), and dried in a SpeedVac, sepa-
rately (each portion contained ~50 nmol ON, P,-P,). P, was
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dissolved in 80 pL. water, 20 pL. (~12.5 nmol) was injected
into RP HPLC to generate trace a (FIG. 9).

Example 5

Purification Via Radical Acrylamide Polymerization
of Full-Length Sequences

The purification of oligonucleotide 9 is illustrated in FIG.
8. The crude ON 10 (P,) was transferred into a 25 mL
2-necked round bottomed flask by dissolving into water (100
ul, 50 pl.x3). To the flask was also added aqueous dimethy-
lacrylamide solution (250 pl; dimethylacrylamide 1.69 M,
N,N'-methylenebis(acrylamide) 16.9 mM; the solution could
be stored at —20° C. in dark for 1 month). The flask was
flushed with nitrogen for 2 minutes with gentle stirring.
(NH,)S,04 (10%, 5 pL.) and N,N,N',N'-tetramethylethylene-
diamine (TMEDA, 5 ul.) were added sequentially via pipettes
under positive nitrogen pressure. The solution was stirred
gently under nitrogen at room temperature. A gel, which was
the ON-polyacrylamide conjugate 12, was formed within 30
minutes. The gel was allowed to stand for another 30 minutes
to ensure completion of polymerization.
Washing—Removal of Failure Sequences 11 and Other
Impurities

The gel 12 in the 2-necked round bottomed flask was
broken into smaller pieces with a glass rod. Water (5 mL) was
added via a pipette. The content was gently stirred overnight
at room temperature. The supernatant, which contains failure
sequences 11 and other impurities, was removed using a
pipette. To analyze the efficiency of the catching by polymer-
ization process, the supernatant was concentrated to ~1 mL
and desalted using a D-Salt™ dextran desalting column (5K
MWCO). After concentration to dryness in a SpeedVac con-
centrator, 80 ul, water was added, 20 pL. was injected into RP
HPLC to generate trace b (FIG. 9). The gel was further rinsed
with water (3 mL./1 hourx3) to ensure complete removal of
impurities.
Releasing—Cleavage of Full-Length ON 9 from Polymer

The gel 12 was transferred into a 1.5 mL Eppendorf tube
and dried under vacuum overnight. To the tube was added dry
DMF (1 mL) and HF-pyridine (30 pL.), the tube was vortexed
shortly, and then was allowed to stand for 5 hours at room
temperature. At this stage, ON 9 was cleaved from the poly-
mer. The supernatant was transferred into another Eppendorf
tube. To the gel was added Me;SiOMe (300 uL.). After stand-
ing at room temperature for 30 minutes, Me;SiOMe was
combined with the supernatant, and mixture was allowed to
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stand at room temperature for a minimum of 15 minutes. The
gel was transferred into a round bottomed flask. Water (5 mL)
was added. The mixture was stirred gently at room tempera-
ture for 12 hours. The supernatant was removed using a
pipette. The gel was further extracted with water (3 mL/2
hoursx2). All supernatants (DMF, Me;SiOMe and water)
were combined and dried to dryness. The residue was dis-
solved in 80 ul, water, 20 ulL was injected into RP HPLC to
generate trace ¢ (FIG. 9). The recovery yield for the purifica-
tion process was estimated to be 72% by comparing the area
of the peak in trace ¢ at 19 minutes with that in trace a at 57
minutes.
Identification of ON 9

The authentic ON of 9 was synthesized using standard
phosphoramidite chemistry on a 1 umol scale and purified
with trityl-on RP HPLC at The Midland Certified Reagent
Company, Inc. (Midland, Tex., USA). MALDI-TOF spec-
trum of the authentic ON was also obtained at the company
showing correct molecular weight: calculated for [M-H]|~
6058. found 6060. The authentic sample was divided equally
into 20 portions (each portion contains ~50 nmol ON assum-
ing the yield for the synthesis and purification was 100%).
One portion was dissolved in 80 pL water, 20 ul. was injected
into RP HPL.C to generate trace e (FIG. 9). To compare ON 9
synthesized in our lab and purified using our catching by
polymerization, washing and releasing technique with the
authentic sample, 10 pl, of the solution used to generate trace
¢ and 10 pL of the solution used to generate trace e were
mixed, and injected into RP HPL.C to generate trace d (FIG.
9). A single peak was observed showing the two were iden-
tical. ON 9 was also characterized with MALDI-TOF: calcd
for [M-H]~ 6058. found: 6057.

Example 6
Synthesis of Compound 13
Synthesis of Compound 15

A round-bottomed flask containing compound 14 (200 mg,
0.49 mmol, 1.0 equiv) and a magnetic stirring bar was evacu-
ated and then refilled with nitrogen. The evacuation and nitro-
gen-filling cycle was repeated for two more times. Dry DMF
(2 mL) and diisopropylethylamine (254 pl, 1.46 mmol, 3.0
equiv) were added via a syringe. The mixture was cooled to 0°
C. Diisopropylsilyl bis(trifluoromethanesulfonate) (144 ul,
0.487 mmol, 1.0 equiv) in dry DMF (1 mL) was added via a
syringe in one portion at 0° C. The solution was stirred at 0°
C. for 1 hour and room temperature for 2 hours. Imidazole (50
mg, 0.73 mmol, 1.5 equiv) in dry DMF (1 mL) was added via
a syringe. The solution was stirred for 1 hour, and then added
to a flask containing diethyl bis(hydroxymethyl)malonate
(107 mg, 0.487 mmol, 1.0 equiv), imidazole (33 mg, 0.487
mmol, 1 equiv)and DMF (2 mL) at 0° C. via a cannula slowly.
The reaction mixture was stirred at 0° C. for 4 hours, and then
quenched with 5% NaHCO, (0° C., 50 mL). EtOAc (0° C., 30
ml.) was added, and the phases were separated. The aqueous
phase was extracted with EtOAc (0° C., 30 mL.x3). The com-
bined organic phase was dried over anhydrous Na,SO, and
filtered. The filtrate was evaporated under reduced pressure to
give a yellow oil. Purification with flash column chromatog-
raphy (SiO,, hexanes/EtOAc, 3:1 to 1:1) gave 15 as a pale
yellow oil (151 mg, 42%): R=0.60 (Si0,, hexanes/EtOAc,
1:2); 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl,) 8 6.07 (br s, 1H), 5.94 (br
s, 1H), 5.614-5.609 (m, 1H), 5.25-5.24 (m, 1H), 4.23 (s, 2H),
4.21-4.08 (m, 6H), 3.86 (br s, 1H) 3.26-3.21 (m, 2H), 3.18-
3.13 (m, 2H), 2.26-2.14 (m, 2H), 1.91-1.90 (m, 3H), 1.83-
1.77 (m, 2H), 1.53-1.37 (m, 8H), 1.25-1.19 (m, 22H), 0.99-
0.95 (m, 14H), 0.83-0.76 (m, 6H); '*C NMR (100 MHz,
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CDCl;) 0 173.8,169.3,168.7, 140.4, 119.3,78.8, 61.8, 61.6,
61.5,61.4,39.9,39.8,34.7,31.6,31.3,31.1,30.9, 29.7, 29.6,
29.4,27.1,18.9,18.1,17.9,14.4,14.2,13.7,8.5; HRMS (ES],
[M+Na]*) caled for C;oH,,N,NaOySi 765.5061. found
765.5069.

Synthesis of Phosphoramidite 13

A round-bottomed flask containing 15 (119 mg, 0.16
mmol, 1.0 equiv) and a magnetic stirring bar was evacuated
and then refilled with nitrogen. The evacuation and nitrogen-
filling cycle was repeated for two more times. Dry CH,Cl, (5
ml) and 2-cyanoethyl-N,N,N',N'-tetraisopropylphosphora-
midite (60 pul, 0.176 mmol, 1.1 equiv) were then added via
syringe. A 1H-tetrazole solution in CH;CN (0.45 M, 391 uL,,
0.176 mmol, 1.1 equiv) was added via syringe in one portion.
After stirring at room temperature for 2 hours, the reaction
mixture was concentrated to dryness under reduced pressure.
The residue was purified with flash column chromatography
(Si0,, hexanes/EtOAc/Et;N=3:1:1) giving 13 as a colorless
oil (150 mg, 99%): R,=0.40 (SiO,, hexanes/EtOAc/Et;N=3:
1:1); "H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl,) 8 6.00 (br s, 1H), 5.85 (br
s, 1H), 5.64-5.60 (m, 1H), 5.263-5.257 (m, 1H), 4.23-4.10 (m,
8H), 3.80-3.71 (m, 2H), 3.56-3.47 (m, 2H), 3.28-3.23 (m,
2H), 3.20-3.15 (m, 2H), 2.58-2.55 (m, 2H), 2.27-2.15 (m,
2H), 1.921-1.920 (m, 3H), 1.85-1.74 (m, 2H), 1.56-1.38 (m,
8H), 1.24-1.18 (m, 24H), 1.14-1.11 (m, 10H), 1.00-0.98 (m,
14H), 0.82 (t, 6H, I=7.6 Hz); '>*C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl;) &
173.6,168.6,140.5,119.2,117.7,79.1,61.7,61.5,61.1,61.0,
58.7,58.5,43.4,43.3,39.9,39.7,35.6,34.2,31.9,31.1,29.8,
29.71, 29.67, 29.59, 29.50, 29.46, 27.1, 24.8, 24.74, 24.69,
24.66, 20.55, 20.49, 18.9, 18.1, 17.9, 14.4, 14.1, 13.6, 8.53;
3P NMR (162 MHz, CDCl,) 8 149.9.

Example 7
Synthesis, Cleavage and Deprotection of ODN 16

The 20-mer 5'-acrylated and phosphorylated ODN 16 was
synthesized on an ABI DNA/RNA synthesizer at 1 pmol
scale. The solid support was lcaa-CPG. The ODN was
anchored to the support through a succinic ester linkage. The
following 5'-DMTr-protected 2-cyanoethyl phosphoramidite
monomers were used for the synthesis: Pac-dA, 4-isopropyl-
Pac-dG, Ac-dC and dT. THF/pyridine/Pac,O was used as the
capping reagent. The manufacturer recommended synthetic
cycle was followed except that the phosphoramidite 13 was
coupled for min. After synthesis, the ODN 16 was cleaved
from CPG with concentrated NH,OH at room temperature
for 8 hours on the synthesizer. The solution of crude ODN 16
was divided into 10 equal portions, and evaporated to dryness
in 10 Eppendorf tubes in a vacuum SpeedVac concentrator.
One portion was dissolved in 150 pl, water, of which 20 uL.
was injected into HPL.C to generate trace a (FIG. 12).
Polymerization of Full-Length ODN.

The remaining 130 pL solution of the crude ODN 16 was
transferred to a 2-necked round-bottomed flask. The Eppen-
dorf tube was washed with water (40 ul.x3) and the washes
were added to the flask. A polymerization solution [250 uL;
dimethylacrylamide (1.69 M) and N,N'-methylenebis(acry-
lamide) (16.9 mM) in water; the solution can be pre-prepared
and stored at —20° C. in dark for at least 1 month] was added
via a pipette. The mixture was gently stirred under a nitrogen
flow for 2 minutes. The solution of (NH,),S,0, (10%, 5 uL)
was then added via a pipette, which was followed by N,N,N',
N'-tetramethylethylenediamine (TMEDA, 5 uL). The mix-
ture was stirred gently under nitrogen at room temperature for
30 minutes. The ODN-polyacrylamide conjugate 18 was
formed. The failure sequences 17 remained in solution (FIG.
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11). The gel was allowed to stand for another 30 minutes to
ensure complete polymerization.
Removal of Failure Sequences and Other Impurities.

To the ODN-polymer conjugate 18 in the round-bottomed
flask was added 3 mL water. The content was gently shaken at
room temperature overnight. The supernatant, which con-
tained the failure sequences 17 and other impurities, was
removed with a pipette. The gel was further washed with
water (2 mL.x3; 2 hours each time). The supernatant and the
washes were combined and evaporated to dryness. The resi-
due was dissolved in 130 pulL water, of which pulL was injected
into HPLC to generate profile b (FIG. 12).

Cleavage of Full-Length ODN from Polymer and Releasing
the 5'-Phosphate Group.

The gel in the round-bottomed flask was dried under
vacuum. Dry DMF (2 ml.) was added via a pipette, which was
followed by HF-pyridine complex (60 pL.). The mixture was
shaken gently under nitrogen for 5 hours. Me;SiOMe (500
ul) was then added. After shaking for 15 minutes, the super-
natant was transferred to Eppendorf tubes. The gel was
extracted with water (2 mLx3 at rt; 12 hours, 2 hours, 2 hours,
respectively). The supernatant and the extracts were evapo-
rated to dryness in a SpeedVac vacuum concentrator and were
combined to give ODN 19 (FIG. 11). To deprotect the
5'-phosphate group of 19, concentrated MeNH, (~40%, 100
ul) was added. After a short vortex, the mixture was allowed
to stand at room temperature for minutes. nBuOH (900 pL)
was added. The mixture was vortexed for 30 seconds and then
centrifuged at 14.5K for 5 minutes. The supernatant was
removed. The residue was further dried shortly in a Speed-
Vac. The ODN 20 was dissolved in 130 pul water, of which 20
pl was injected into HPLC to generate profile ¢ (FIG. 12).
The recovery yield of the purification process was estimated
to be 55% by comparing the area of the peak in trace c at 19
min with that in trace a at 62 min. MALDI-TOF mass spec-
trum of ODN 20 caled for [M-2H+Na]~
C,4H,,,Ng-NaO |, P, 6159.0. found 6159.8.

All patents, publications and references cited herein are
hereby fully incorporated by reference. In case of conflict
between the present disclosure and incorporated patents, pub-
lications and references, the present disclosure should con-
trol.
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The invention claimed is:
1. A method of purifying an oligonucleotide comprising:

reacting a full length oligonucleotide with a compound of
formula (Ile), to attach a polymerizable functional group
to an end of the full length oligonucleotide;

polymerizing the full length oligonucleotides;

removing the failure sequences from the polymerized full
length oligonucleotides; and

recovering the full length oligonucleotides,
wherein the compound of formula (Ile) is:
(Ile)
R7\O
Rg O O
PRy
Rs N 1;1 [Linker]—v Q 0—X—0—F
Ry Ria l Ry
wherein:
X is selected from:
(€] NH—PG

SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 2
<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 1

LENGTH: 20

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
FEATURE:

OTHER INFORMATION: Synthetic Oligonucleotide

<400> SEQUENCE: 1

tcattgctge ttagaccget

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 2

LENGTH: 19

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
FEATURE:

OTHER INFORMATION: Synthetic Oligonucleotide

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

cattgetget tagaccget

20

19
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-continued R, is halo or —NR_R;;
NH—PG .
R, is —CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;
Xy EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;
</ | ) 5 R;,. Rs;, Ry, R, Rgand R, are each independently hydro-
N N/ gen or alkyl;
o R,,Rg, Ro, R 0, Ry, R 5, R, and R, are each independently
alkyl;
A 1o eachAisindependently selected from hydrogen and —O-
0 PG;
each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
NH protecting group;
Y is —O0—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(—O)N(Ry,)—,
N/ NH—PG 15 —N(R,)C(=0)— or —N(R,,)— linker is (CH,), or

(CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),| (CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,),0
(CH,),],,(CH,) NR)C(=0)(CH,),, or (CH,),N(R")C
(=O0)(CH,),, or;

each x and y are independently an integer from 1 to 12;

and

(6] ORy; 20
r is an integer from 1 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18; and
m is an integer from 1 to 18.

55 2.The method of claim 1, wherein R, is hydrogen.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein Y is —O—.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the compound of for-
mula (Ie) is:

R;pO @] 5
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-continued
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5. A compound selected from the group consisting of:
\O
(€]
0 O NH
0 &
g/\/ NN N \{({"}4\0
© —@

O
o) O NH
})‘\g/\/o\/\o/\/o\/(’\h\o
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-continued
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6. A kit for purifying oligonucleotides comprising a com- -continued
pound of formula (Ile); wherein the compound of formula NH—PG
(Ile) is:
/Y
(Ile) 0 < | )
e F
N N
Risg o

45 A
R¢ (@] 0
/O—Rz
RN N [Linker|—y Q 0—X—0—F
Ry

Ry

Ria

X is selected from:

wherein:
and

55

NH

LA

60

R;p0 @] 5

R, ishalo or —NR_R;;
R, is—CH; or —CH,—CH,-EWG;

EWG is an electron-withdrawing group;

65
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R;,, R, Ry, Rs, Rgand R, are each independently hydro-
gen or alkyl;

R,,Rg,Re, R 0, Ry, R, 5, R, and R, are each independently
alkyl;

each A is independently selected from hydrogen and —O-
PG;

each PG is independently selected from hydrogen and a
protecting group;

Y is —O—, —CH,—, —S—, —C(=O)N(R,,)—,
—N(R,)C(=0)— or —N(R,,)— linker is (CH,),. or
(CH,),[(CH,),O(CH,),] ,(CH,), or (CH,),[(CH,).O
(CH,),],,(CH,) N(R)C(=0)(CH,),, or (CH,),NR"C
(=0)(CH,),, or;

each x and y are independently an integer from 1 to 12;

ris an integer from 1 to 36;

p is an integer from 1 to 18; and

m is an integer from 1 to 18.

#* #* #* #* #*
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